Ergot is another drug which produces intense constriction -of the splanchnic vessels and in the vessels of the limbs, but it leads to congestion of the liver, lungs, and meninges. Hence it ought not to be used in cases of cerebral or pulmonary haemorrhage, but only when the bleeding is from some part of the splanchnic system. In addition to its effect on the peripheral circulation, ergot acts on the cardiac muscle ; it increases the vigour of the heart, a.nd augments its output. In this respect it has a more pronounced action than digitalis and deserves more attention from clinicians, though it will hardly gain this until the necessity for the standardisation of its preparations is recognised : most of those at present 011 the market are unreliable or useless.
The rise of blood pressure produced by ergot is much greater than that caused by digitalis and its allies, and, whilst mainly vaso-motor, is partly cardiac. It is also much more sustained than the effect caused by adrenalin; the vascular constriction due to the latter is indeed quite transient, the drug being oxidised in the course of a few minutes.
Of the digitalis group squill is the most effective vaso-constrictor, then follows digitalis, and lastly strophanthus. 
